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To the Editor: Toledoans should be more
positive
5/5/2022

I have been following the evolution of Toledo’s Historic South Initiative, as well as several other
neighborhood revitalization projects taking place in the city, involving organizations such as the
Toledo Design Collective, Lucas County Land Bank, and others.

When I read the latest Blade article about the development taking place in the Old South End, it
was very uplifting, until I read some of the comments. Why is it that every time something new
and positive happens in Toledo, someone always has to have something negative to say?

Submit a letter to the editor

Toledo is a very welcoming, supportive community, and has been undergoing a real renaissance,
with organizations and individuals working hard to bring back our neighborhoods. Dollars are
being invested, paid employees and volunteers are making our communities vital places to live
once again; things that should be appreciated and celebrated.

Unfortunately, it seems that some of my fellow Toledoans are like kids in the proverbial candy
store, only instead of being happy about the variety and abundance, they complain about what
isn’t there; meanwhile other kids are standing outside looking in, and thinking “If only I were
inside. ...”

Instead of finding something negative to say, and casting aspersions on those doing the work,
why not join in and be part of the solution?

CYNTHIA JONES

South Toledo

 

Protect the born, too

It appears that Roe vs. Wade will be overturned within a few weeks. Very quickly then, abortion
will be illegal in about half of America’s states.

This change, of course, will mostly affect poor women: those who cannot afford to miss a
week’s work and travel to San Francisco or Toronto.

Having protected the nonwealthy unborn, perhaps the pro-life movement will refocus on the
portion of life that happens after birth.

Maybe they will advocate for a living wage, affordable child care, paid maternity leave, and
universal health care — or at least the Medicaid expansion.

Christian love demands no less.
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MICHAEL EHRICK

West Toledo

 

1970s were far worse

My high school’s 45th reunion is this summer, and today’s finances have brought back
memories of my high school and college days. It was tough to get a job, and gas prices were
rising faster than minimum wage. It’s so much better today.

Unemployment and interest rates are very low, instead being stuck in double digits. Employers
are paying much higher than minimum wage.

I was in Germany and France in 1985 and again last year. Unemployment and gasoline prices as
well as electricity costs all are better here in America. In fact, last year they had the same
shortages of workers in Germany and France.

The economy is not good today, but we are still better off today than we were in the 1970s.

DAVE WALKER

Sylvania Township

 

Tell the other side

I wanted to write about some concerns about the recent story about the professor who settled a
court case over refusing to use the preferred gender pronouns of the students he taught: “First
Amendment case, settlement, should put brakes on gender policy, says UT professor” on April
29, and the Blade editorial: “Gender policy shouldn’t cancel others’ rights” on May 1.

The first point is that the Merriweather case wasn’t a resolution to his lawsuit. The 6th circuit
ruled his rights were likely violated so his lawsuit shouldn’t be dismissed. These are the same
judges who ruled during the lockdown that Catholic schools were equal to liquor stores and
casinos when deciding what was an essential business. Shawnee State decided to settle the
lawsuit.

Mr. Merriweather and his supporters, like conservative Lee Strang, quoted extensively in the
story and editorial as if he was just a neutral legal observer, claim that the professor was just
being professional and adhering to his religious beliefs that a man born a man is always male.

So will The Blade editorial staff support calling any woman Mrs. like the old days when any
lone woman in public had to be married or it was a scandal?

The professor was asked to call the student by their preferred pronouns. That didn’t mean the
student wanted the professor to renounce his God and flee to a commune or whatever 1950s idea
people like Mr. Merriweather believes happens when they are asked to be a decent human being.
The professor refused to do it.

And when did the notion of simply referring to a person how they want to be called turn into a
scene from The Patriot, with buckshot and cannon balls whizzing by Mr. Merriweather and Mr.
Strang as they defend their freedom?

And where was the “other side” to this story?
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Just like Mr. Merriweather and Mr. Strang attempt to erase LGBTQ people, The Blade has a
funny way of claiming they support LGBTQ people by not including them in their story and
editorial. How is that not also wrong?

DOUGLAS BERGER

West Toledo

The writer is president of the Secular Humanists of Western Lake Erie.
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